recent years are such that it is not too much to say that we too hav
in many respects had to begin at the bottom as though we were
new country and to create these things for ourselves out of our owj
best judgment and against a very shallow and brief background o
experience. The changes brought about in world society by the twi
world wars and the period between them left us suddenly in a posi
tion, after the termination of hostilities five years ago, so differen
from that to which we were accustomed that it was in a sense lib
being born anew into a new world of reality.
One of the hardest of our problems, and one which I think i
without precedent in world history, has been the tremendous dis
parity, partly temporary and partly also of a long-term nature, be
tween our own great economic strength and the difficulties whid
many other peoples were experiencing in the economic field. Ther<
was a great problem as to what the proper relationship should b<
between a country such as our own and other free countries whc
were in an entirely different position. This involved for us heavj
problems of wisdom and discretion in the application of our owr
strength and in our willingness to participate in the solution oi
world problems. We are only now beginning to become general!)
aware of the delicacy of this relationship between ourselves anc:
other peoples and of the dangers which it harbors. We are coming
to learn that there is no special form of assistance which is not alsc
a form of responsibility; that every special relationship we create
with another country is not just a fact in itself but also a precedent
for the future in the minds of our own people as well as in the
minds of people elsewhere; that whenever we offer a reason as to
why something should be done in the case of one country we must
also have reasons why it should not be done in the case of fifty others.
We know now that we must think not only about the psychological
repercussions of the beginning of any program of special collabora-
tion but also about the repercussions of its termination.
In short, we are becoming wiser and more balanced in our think-
ing about these matters, and are beginning to realize that if we are